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Transmitted via Email to: speakerblas@guamlegislature.org

December 20, 2025

HE HON. FRANK BLAS, JR., Speaker ' B
I Mina 'trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Gudahan T:mei i /%E om
38th Guam Legislature Received: e

Guam Congress Building
163 Chalan Santo Papa
Hagatiia, Guam 96910

Re:  Bill No. 49-38 (COR), “AN ACT TO TRANSFER LOT NO. 258, MUNICIPALITY
OF PITI, TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION FOR THE
PURPOSE OF EXPANDING THE FOOTPRINT AND CAPACITY OF THE
VICENTE A. LIMTIACO MEMORIAL PARK.”

Hafa Adai Mr. Speaker,

Vincente A. Limtiaco Memorial Park has historically been the only municipal cemetery in Guam
and remains a vital public resource for families seeking an affordable and dignified resting place
for their deceased loved ones. As burial capacity has steadily decreased, the need to expand this
cemetery has become a priority. No family should ever be turned away in their moment of grief
because our government failed to plan ahead.

Bill No. 49-38 (COR) addresses this need directly by transferring Lot No. 258 in the Municipality
of Piti to the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) for the purpose of expanding the
cemetery’s footprint. This adjacent parcel, already surveyed and confirmed as available, provides
a practical and immediate solution that avoids the lengthy process of identifying and developing a
new cemetery site elsewhere. According to DPR, this expansion will provide approximately five
additional years of burial capacity, giving our government the time necessary to plan responsibly
for long term needs.

This bill also strengthens interagency collaboration between DPR and the Department of Public
Works to clearly define responsibilities for maintenance and operations of the cemetery grounds.
This ensures that the expansion is matched with sustained upkeep and that families can continue
to rely on a well maintained and respectful environment. The requirement for DPR to develop and
present a master plan and funding strategy ensures that this expansion is not merely a stopgap
measure, but part of a broader and sustainable approach to public cemetery services.

//
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To: The Hon. Frank Blas, Jr., Speaker Page 2 of 2
Fr:  The Hon. Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, Governor of Guam

Date: December 20, 2025
Re: Bill No. 49-38 (COR)

For these reasons, I sign Bill No. 49-38 (COR) into law as Public Law No. 38-81.

Senseramente,

LOURDES A. LEON GUERRERO

I Maga’hagan Guahan
Governor of Guam

Enclosure(s): Bill No. 49-38 (COR) nka P.L. 38-81
cc via email:  Honorable Joshua F. Tenorio, Sigundo Maga'lahen Guahan, Lt. Governor of Guam

Compiler of Laws

38G -85-1625

Messages and Communications

RECEIVED
COMMITTEE ON RULES
December 22, 2025

9:15 a.m.
Marte Crisostomo-

RICARDO J. BORDALLO GOVERNOR'S COMPLEX
513 W. Marine Corps Drive Hagdtina, Guam 96910
governor.guam.gov | (671) 472-8931
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I MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2025 (FIRST) Regular Session

CERTIFICATION OF PASSAGE OF AN ACT TO I MAGA'HAGAN GUAHAN

This is to certify that Bill No. 49-38 (COR), “AN ACT TO TRANSFER LOT NO.
258, MUNICIPALITY OF PITI, TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND
RECREATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXPANDING THE FOOTPRINT
AND CAPACITY OF THE VICENTE A. LIMTIACO MEMORIAL PARK,”
was on the 5" day of December 2025, duly and regularly passed.

s

Frank F. Bld, Jr.
Speaker

Attested:

- it

Sabrina Salas Matanane
Legislative Secretary

This Act was received by I Maga'hagan Guahan this P > day of /7£(’, :

2025, at 4 " @ o'clock &£ M.
@
ssistant Staff Officer

Maga'haga’s Office

APPROVED:

J\\(SUL AM’U\ ‘ ML&L Al 20D

Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero
I Maga'hagan Guahan

Date: o7 £ o780 DS
Public Law No. 3 &= &7

OFFICE R 15
CENNTRAL FILES OFFICE
Rec'd Hy: , Elaine T'@ji‘"e
lﬂ.m P !0 ?f(;;_l—uh L sl _&’)}/
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I MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2025 (FIRST) Regular Session

Bill No. 49-38 (COR)

As amended by the Committee on Land, Environment,
Housing, Agriculture, Parks, and Infrastructure;
and further amended on the Floor.

Introduced by: Tina Rose Mufia-Barnes
V. Anthony Ada
Joe S. San Agustin
William A. Parkinson
Christopher M. Duefias
Eulogio Shawn Gumataotao
Vincent A.V. Borja
Shelly V. Calvo
Jesse A. Lujan
Chris Barnett
Frank F. Blas, Jr.
Sabina Flores Perez
Sabrina Salas Matanane
Telo T. Taitague
Therese M. Terlaje

AN ACT TO TRANSFER LOT NO. 258, MUNICIPALITY
OF PITI, TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND
RECREATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXPANDING
THE FOOTPRINT AND CAPACITY OF THE VICENTE
A. LIMTIACO MEMORIAL PARK.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM:
Section 1. Legislative Findings and Intent. / Liheslaturan Guahan finds
that, according to a site visit conducted on January 31 with officials from the

Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), the Vicente A. Limtiaco Memorial Park,

Doc. No. 38GL-25-1625.*
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located in the Tiguac area of Nimitz Hill, Piti, is nearly at its maximum capacity,
prioritizing the duty of the Government of Guam to plan for an essential expansion

of burial plots in order to prevent turning grieving local families away when seeking
a place to lay their loved ones to rest.

As the only municipal cemetery on Guam, the Vicente A. Limtiaco Memorial
Park provides the most affordable option to Guam residents, which can save families
the added heartache and burden caused when trying to purchase a funeral plot or
crypt at a private cemetery - a cost that may require additional debt or third-party
fundraising on the part of the deceased’s family.

I Liheslaturan Gudhan additionally finds an unassigned government-owned
lot adjacent to the Tiguac-based cemetery, identified in land records as Lot No. 258,
which according to DPR has been recently surveyed by the Department of Land
Management (DLM), is available to expand the cemetery’s current footprint,
avoiding the lengthy, bureaucratic process of locating and opening up a new
cemetery in another village.

DPR reported during the same January 31 site visit that utilizing the adjacent
lot could result in an additional 5 years of capacity for the Vicente A. Limtiaco
Memorial Park.

Therefore, it is the intention of I Liheslaturan Guahan to transfer this adjacent
lot to DPR, as the first step in expanding this necessary community resource, and
allow the department staff to begin seeking funding from local and federal sources
to develop and construct the necessary infrastructure and capital improvements that
will fulfill their mission to provide affordable funeral plots to local families.

Section 2. Designated Use of Property. The use of Lot No. 258, in the
Municipality of Piti, shall be consistent with the purpose of expanding the Vicente
A. Limtiaco Memorial Park and shall prioritize the construction of crypts, and shall

not be utilized for any other program or duty under the Department of Parks and
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Recreation.

Section 3. Transfer of Property. Administrative jurisdiction of Lot No.
258, in the Municipality of Piti, consisting of a computed area of Forty-five Thousand
Seven Hundred Ninety-Three (45,793) square meters as shown on Map No. 994957
(Lot), is hereby granted to the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), for the
purpose of expanding the Vicente A. Limtiaco Memorial Park. A survey map
designating the area of Forty-five Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-Three (45,793)
square meters (Map) for the property has been prepared, recorded, and provided by
the Department of Land Management for DPR. A copy of the Map is attached hereto
as Exhibit A.

Section 4. Issuance of Certificate of Title. The Department of Land
Management (DLM) shall issue a certificate of title for Lot No. 258 in the name of
the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) as owner in fee simple so long as the
Lot is used to expand the Vicente A. Limtiaco Memorial Park. If the use of Lot No.
258 is inconsistent with the purposes stated in Section 1 of this Act, then Lot No.
258 shall automatically revert to the government of Guam. These covenants shall be
contained in any certificate of title or deed issued by DLM to DPR under this Act.

Section 5. Exemption from Appraisals. 2 Guam Code Annotated §
2107(b) and the Standing Rules of I Mina'trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Guahan,
relative to land appraisals, shall not apply to this Act.

Section 6. Required Memorandum of Understanding for Cemetery
Maintenance.

Within one hundred twenty (120) days following the enactment of this Act,
the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) and the Department of Public Works
(DPW) and shall execute a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that shall clearly

delineate the respective responsibilities of DPR and DPW for the development,

operation, maintenance, and care of the Vicente A. Limtiaco Memorial Park,
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Municipality of Piti.

The MOU shall, at a minimum, provide for:

(a) the allocation of personnel, equipment, and funding for ongoing
cemetery maintenance and burials; and

(b)  schedules and standards for grounds maintenance, repairs, and
improvements.

A fully executed copy of the MOU shall be transmitted to the Speaker of /
Liheslaturan Gudhan and filed with the Legislative Secretary and the Department of
Land Management within ten (10) days of its execution.

Section 7. Masterplan and Funding Needs. The Department of Parks and
Recreation shall develop and present a masterplan and funding needed to /
Liheslatura for its implementation within one (1) year upon enactment.

Section 8. Severability. If any provision of this Act or its application to any
person or circumstance is found to be invalid or inorganic, such invalidity shall not
affect other provisions or applications of this Act that can be given effect without
the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Act are

severable.
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